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(57)Abstract- 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To facilitate a 
process in which a platen gap is always kept 
optimum by detecting the traveling speed of an 
ink ribbon in an ink ribbon travel driving 
system and controlling the driving direction and 
driving time of a stepping motor of a platen gap 
adjustment system by the detected traveling 
speed. 

SOLUTION: In the automatic adjustment of a 
platen gap, first an eccentric cam 4 is driven by 
a stepping motor 3, and a platen 1 is is moved to 
a position farthest from a hammer bank 2. The 
motor 3 is rotated normally from this state, the 
platen 1 is made to approach the hammer bank 
2 and contacted with a printing sheet 10 and an ink ribbon 5. From a driving shaft being 
loaded to reduce the rotational speed of a rotary encoder 6, the rotational speed of the 
encoder 6 is detected by a sensor 7 and sent a control part 9. A pulse which drives the 
motor 3 is rotated reversely for a given time, and the setting of the platen gap is 
completed. 
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